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Other armies than Xenophon's have marched and fought
over its ruins. Here, in B.C. 331, Alexander the Great j
encountered the great army of Darius at the little village
of Gaugamela in the angle between the Tigris and the Zab.
This was that great " decisive battle of the world " which
was to decide the Empire of Asia, and Alexander's signal
victory laid the whole of Persia at his feet. Gaugamela
is about equidistant between Nineveh and Arbela, which
lies about twenty miles from the battlefield on the further
side of the Zab river. But all Darius' baggage and treasure
were parked around Arbela; and as the pursuers poured
headlong towards the place where they would find the
plunder, it is Arbela and not Nineveh which has given its
name to that day.
Here too in A.D. 627, upon the very site of Nineveh, was
fought the last battle in the long duel between the Sassanid
Persians and the Byzantine Romans. Five years pre-
viously the Emperor Heraclius, driven within the very walls
of Constantinople, had sallied from his last refuge, ancj had
created in northern Syria the army with which he made
his last throw. For five years he had marched and fought
.among the mountains of Armenia, striking right and left
with unerring judgment and with unvarying success, at
the armies Which hemmed him round. At last Chosroes,
brought to bay in his turn, mustered his troops for the final
struggle, and met him on the site of Nineveh with an army
of (it is said) 500,000 men. The Persians fought with
desperation, and " it was easier to kill than to break them,"
but once more the skill and good fortune of the warrior-
emperor triumphed; and he himself with his own hand
slew Rhazates the Persian Commander,* in single combat
between the armies before the battle was joined. The
power of Chosroes was crushed: but the Romans were as
much exhausted by the long-drawn struggle as the Persians ;
and, within a few years, both empires alike succumbed to
the onslaught of the Mohammedans, f
* ChosroSs had sent him forth with the significant instruction :   *' II
you cannot conquer, you can die."
f On the same ground in 7 50 was fought the great battle which transferred